
  

Introduction to Public Policy 

PUAD 5120, BUSI 5120, POLI 4240/5240 (Section 01) 
Fall 2017-2018 

Tuesdays 11h30 – 14h25, Room 1009, Kenneth C. Rowe Management Building 

  
Instructor: Kevin Quigley 
Office:  MacEachen Institute for Public Policy 222 (MacDonald Building) 

 902.494.3782 

 kevin.quigley@dal.ca 

Office Hours: 1:30 to 2:30 Mondays or by appointment 

 

 

Course Description 

Over 40 years ago, Thomas Dye defined ‘public policy’ as “anything a government chooses to do 
or not to do.”1  Although this oversimplifies the term, public policy “is the fundamental activity 
of governments.  It is through the public policy-making process that governments establish the 
framework within which all citizens (human and corporate) must function; and it is the process 
via which governments decide both which societal goals to pursue and how to (best) pursue 
them.”2 
 
Policymaking is the art of developing responses to public problems.3  As public problems appear 
to be increasing in quantity and complexity (e.g. international security shocks, global financial 
crises, climate change), there is renewed interest in public policy, as evidenced by the Occupy 
Wall Street, Arab Spring and Idle No More movements. 
 
David Easton4 noted that the actions of government are the authoritative allocation of values 
for a society.5  One of the reasons to study public policy is to understand the policy 
determinants and to appreciate the underlying ideologies and rationales.  These understandings 
bring coherence to government actions, permitting civil society to hold government 
accountable in its duty to advance public values. 

                                                 
1 Dye, Thomas R.  (1972). Understanding Public Policy.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice-Hall at 2. 
2 Young, Shaun P. ed. (2013). Evidence-Based Policy-Making in Canada. Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press at 1. 
3 Pal, Leslie A. (2013).  Beyond Policy Analysis – Public Issue Management in Turbulent Times (5th Ed.).  Toronto:  

Nelson Education, at 414. 
4 Easton, David (1953). The Political System: An Inquiry into the State of Political Science. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 
5 Miller, Eugene F. (1971).  David Easton’s Political Theory.  Political Science Reviewer, Fall.  184 at 190. 
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Learning Objectives 

There are three primary objectives for the course: 

1. The main objective is for students to learn the public policy development process and to 
increase their capacity to undertake its key functions,6 which include: 

a) theoretical research; 
b) statistics, applied research and modeling; 
c) environmental scanning, trend analysis, and forecasting; 
d) policy analysis and advice; 
e) consultation and managing relations; 
f) communications; and 

g) program design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation. 

Students will practice the necessary behavioural competencies required of professional 
policymakers including adaptability, analytical thinking, creativity and innovation, critical 
judgment, initiative, problem solving, relationship building and teamwork.  Course 
readings, lectures, examinations and experiential learning assignments will proffer 
opportunities to exercise technical policymaking competencies, such as information 
gathering and project management. 

2. A second objective of the course is for students to increase their knowledge of public 
policy theories, ideologies and contexts, positioning public policy as an important sub-
field of social science. 

3. A third objective is for students to better understand current government policy in 
different substantive fields.  Students will develop the necessary analytical skills to 
contribute to future policy investigation and study. 

 
Course Content: 

Introduction to Public Policy is a general overview of three different aspects of public policy: 

1. Public policy studies – This aspect of the course will examine the basic concepts of 
public policy, including underlying normative and positive theories, political ideologies, 
policy determinants, and contextual influences.  The intention is to better understand 
why governments do what they do. This exploration provides not only a more 
complete knowledge of public policy as a social science, but also equips students to 
participate in policy management processes.  

2. Public policy analysis – This aspect of the course will focus on the main policy fields 
that preoccupy Canadian policy makers at all levels of government.  The intention is to 

                                                 
6 Canada Deputy Minister Task Force.  (December 1996).  Strengthening our Policy Capacity, at 4. 
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better understand what governments do.  It will provide an introduction and overview 
of the classical imperatives and approaches to policy making in key areas, such as 
macroeconomic, social, health, aboriginal, environmental and foreign policy. 

3. Public policy development process – This aspect of the course will increase students’ 
capacity to develop public policy.  The intention is to teach how governments do what 
they do:7   

a) Problem identification and definition; 
b) Policy Formulation – research, information gathering, analysis, policy 

instruments, networks, options, policy design and recommendations; 
c) Agenda Setting – goal setting, policy planning; 
d) Decision-making; 
e) Policy implementation; and  
f) Evaluation. 

 

Class Format: 

Introduction to Public Policy is a lecture-discussion class. Typically, each class will begin with a 
panel discussion on topical policy issues by thought leaders from civil society. These guests will 
elucidate and amplify the content of the assigned readings, and discuss their practical 
experiences in the policy world.  That discussion will be followed by a lecture-discussion on the 
assigned subject-matter for the week.  We will not have the time to discuss all of the reading 
material in any given week; the instructor will select some key themes to discuss in the time 
available.  Students are still expected to read all of the material; all of the material is 
examinable.    
 

Learning Materials: 

There is no required text for the course; readings can be found online, largely on the course 
website.  Materials over and above those which are indicated on the syllabus may be assigned 
during the term.  All material distributed to the class is examinable.     
 

Method of Evaluation: 

The grading procedure for this course is designed to encourage everyone to gain an 
understanding of both the theoretical and practical dimensions of public policy as reflected 
in the readings for each week. The allocation of grades will be as follows: 
 
 
 

                                                 
7 Howlett, Michael, Ramesh, M., Perl, Anthony.  (2009). Studying Public Policy – Policy Cycles & Policy Subsystems.  

Toronto: Oxford University Press, at 12-13. 
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    GRADUATE POLI 4240 

   Participation 10% 10% 

   Mid-term 25% 25% 

   Research Publication 35% 35% 

 Presentation 15% 15% 

Memorandum to Cabinet 15% 15% 

    

 

Research Publication (< 3,000 words): 

Your assignment is to complete a policy research publication to advance the discussion on 
a policy issue.  Papers need to follow the general conventions of scholarship for a formal 
written paper at the graduate level.  It should also, however, be visually and aesthetically 
pleasing; it should be engaging and accessible. You can model it after a policy publication 
from a think tank or policy institute. (See appendix for examples of policy institutes.  
Please review examples of publications form their websites.)  It should include a relevant 
literature review, an options analysis and a policy recommendation.  It may also include 
figures, tables and call-outs.  The research and key messages should be accessible.   

You can select the topic.  The topic should be a current controversy that has public policy 
implications.  The publication should include and build on major elements/themes/issues 
emanating from the readings, panels or lectures-discussions in the session.  Note that the 
readings for the class are only a starting point for the paper.   

You must register your topic with the class teaching assistant. I will only permit three 
people to study the same topic.  Send your topic by email; first come, first served.  Emails 
cannot be sent before September 20.  Everyone must register a topic by September 30.  If 
you fail to do so, five percent will be deducted from your research publication mark at the 
end of term. 
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You may identify gaps in government’s policy framework, critique existing policies or 
implementation, and propose new policy directions.   

Papers must include a minimum of ten referenced sources with proper citations8 and a 
bibliography of reviewed works.   

The paper must be submitted electronically on November 27 and by hard copy at the start 
of class on November 28. 
 
 

Memorandum to Cabinet (MC) – (under 1500 words in total): 

Your assignment will be to prepare a MC outlining a policy issue and making a 
recommendation (if appropriate).  It should be based on the work you have done for 
your research publication. Directions on content and format will be provided in class. 

The MC is due electronically on November 13 and in hard copy on November 14 at the 
start of class.  (Please bring three hard copies to class.) 
 
 

Presentation: 

Two classes have been allocated for presentations. You will present your MC as if you were 
presenting to Cabinet or a Cabinet Subcommittee (like Treasury Board). You will be given 
THREE minutes to make your presentation.  Following the THREE minutes you may or may 
not receive questions. In addition to the instructor grading the presentation, public servants 
will be in the class to provide you with feedback.  Directions on content and format will be 
provided in class. 
 
Presentations will start on November 21.  Students will be selected randomly. 

 
Midterm: 

A midterm examination will occur in class on October 24; it will last approximately 40 
minutes.  It covers material up to and including October 17.  Readings, lectures, in-class 
discussions, material distributed in class and panel discussions are examinable. Further 
information on the examination will be provided during the term. 
 

Participation: 

Students will be required to sign up for questions on a given week. That week, they must 
come to class prepared to ask up to two questions of the panelists. Up to five people can 

                                                 
8 Use which ever style you wish provided you use it consistently; cite specific pages when appropriate, which is 

almost always. As a rule, I will not mark papers that are not properly referenced. 
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sign up for one given week; they may or may not be asked to ask their question but they 
should be prepared. Questions preparedness will count under participation. A signup sheet 
will be passed around on the first day of class, September 5.  Everyone must sign-up for at 
least one week. 
 
General Rules 

Students are expected to submit class work on the assigned deadlines. Students who miss a 
deadline because of illness must provide a medical certificate as outlined in the 2016-2017 
Dalhousie University Calendars.  If an assignment is not submitted on time, you will receive 
an immediate reduction of ten percent, and you will be given an additional five calendar days 
to submit the work. If the work is not received within five calendar days, you will receive a 
zero.   
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Course Schedule and Reading Assignments 

 
 

Date   Topic 

September 5 Course overview and introduction   
 

September 12 Panel: Immigration in Atlantic Canada 

Required Reading:  
• Immigrant, Refugees and Citizenship Canada. (2017). 

Atlantic Immigration Pilot: A step by step guide. 

Government of Canada. 

• Immigrant, Refugees and Citizenship Canada. (2017). 

Backgrounder: Atlantic Immigration Pilot. Government of 

Canada. 

• Immigrant, Refugees and Citizenship Canada. (2017). 

Atlantic Immigration Program Fact Sheet: Employer 

Government of Canada. 

• Immigrant, Refugees and Citizenship Canada. (2017). 

Atlantic Immigration Program Fact Sheet: Graduate 

Government of Canada. 

• Dobrowolsky, A. & Ramos, H. (2014). Expanding the 

Vision: Why Nova Scotia Should Look Beyond 

Econocentric Immigration Policy. Canadian Centre for 

Policy Alternatives 

 

Public Policy Studies – Basic Concepts 

Readings:   

• Torjman, “What is Policy?”; 

• Leslie Pal, “Introduction” pp. 1 – 24; 

• Hood and Jackson, “Administrative Argument,” pp. 9-29   
 
 

 

http://p2pcanada.ca/library/expanding-the-vision-why-nova-scotia-should-look-beyond-econocentric-immigration-policy/
http://p2pcanada.ca/library/expanding-the-vision-why-nova-scotia-should-look-beyond-econocentric-immigration-policy/
http://p2pcanada.ca/library/expanding-the-vision-why-nova-scotia-should-look-beyond-econocentric-immigration-policy/
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Date   Topic 

September 19 Panel: ONE Nova Scotia & Ivany Report 

Required Reading: 
• Ivany, R. et al. (2014). Now or Never: A Call to Action for 

Nova Scotians, One Nova Scotia. 

• Bristow, G. (2005). Everyone's a ‘winner’: problematising 

the discourse of regional competitiveness. J Econ Geogr 5 

(3): 285-304. 

• Foster, K. (2017). The Ethics of Work and Consumption in 

Rural Atlantic Canada. 

 

Public Policy Cycle – Problem Recognition, Framing and 
Issue Definition 

Readings:   

• Leslie Pal, “Problem Definition” pp. 97 – 114; 

• Brewer and DeLeon, Introduction pp. 17 – 21   
 

Guest Lecturer 

Jim Baker, NS Executive Office   
Working at Executive Office and the Purpose of the 
Memorandum to Cabinet (MC) 

https://onens.ca/img/now-or-never.pdf
https://onens.ca/img/now-or-never.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/joeg/article/5/3/285/947008/Everyone-s-a-winner-problematising-the-discourse
https://academic.oup.com/joeg/article/5/3/285/947008/Everyone-s-a-winner-problematising-the-discourse
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Date   Topic 

September 26 Panel: David Dingwall & Tobacco Control 1997 

       Readings:   

• CBC News. (2011). A legal history of smoking in Canada. 

• Physicians for a Smoke-Free Canada. (1997). Regulatory 
Options under the Federal Tobacco Act: Promotion and 
Packaging pp. 13 – 22. 

• Parker, R. (1997). Tackling the tobacco act: C-71 is an 
unprecedented intrusion into more than just the tobacco 
business. Marketing Magazine, 102(7), 10.  

• Cools, A. (1996). Speech in Senate Chamber: Senator Cools 
speaks to her inquiry into the life and times of the 
Honourable Allan J. MacEachen, his contribution to 
Parliament, and the social and political life of Canada. The 
Senate of Canada. 

 

Public Policy Cycle – Issue Definition  

Readings:   

• Bardach, “Eightfold Path” pp. 1-10 ; 

• Brewer and DeLeon, “Problem Recognition” pp. 48 – 53 

 

 
     

http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/a-legal-history-of-smoking-in-canada-1.982213
http://www.smoke-free.ca/pdf_1/BCRegulationReport.pdf
http://www.smoke-free.ca/pdf_1/BCRegulationReport.pdf
http://www.smoke-free.ca/pdf_1/BCRegulationReport.pdf
http://senatorcools.sencanada.ca/Speech-in-Senate-Chamber-Senator-Cools-Inquiry-Senator-Cools-speaks-to-the-life-and-times-of-the-Honourable-Allan-J-MacEachen/
http://senatorcools.sencanada.ca/Speech-in-Senate-Chamber-Senator-Cools-Inquiry-Senator-Cools-speaks-to-the-life-and-times-of-the-Honourable-Allan-J-MacEachen/
http://senatorcools.sencanada.ca/Speech-in-Senate-Chamber-Senator-Cools-Inquiry-Senator-Cools-speaks-to-the-life-and-times-of-the-Honourable-Allan-J-MacEachen/
http://senatorcools.sencanada.ca/Speech-in-Senate-Chamber-Senator-Cools-Inquiry-Senator-Cools-speaks-to-the-life-and-times-of-the-Honourable-Allan-J-MacEachen/
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Date   Topic 

October 3 Panel: Improving Sustainable Food Production in 
Canada 

Readings:   

• Bailey et al. (2015). Canada at a crossroad: The 
imperative for realigning ocean policy with ocean 
science. Marine Policy (63): 53-60. 

• St. Hilaire, A., Levert, M., Boudreau, N., & 
Grossenbacher, G. (2016). Investing in Organic 
Agriculture: A Path to Clean, Inclusive, Economic 
Growth. Submitted to: Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada. 

• Don’t Miss Your Chance to Shape Canada’s Food 
Policy! (2017, July 21). USC Canada  

  

Public Policy Studies – Theories, Ideologies and World 
Views 

Readings:   

• Miljan, “Theories of Policy” pp. 23-50 ; 

• Sabatier and Weible, pp. 25 – 51, 363—366, 375 – 381 
(“Theories of the Policy Process,” 2014, available 
through Novanet); 

• Johnson, “Ideologies of Government” pp. 63 – 74 ; 

• Hood, on-line lecture on Cultural Theory; see appendix 
for link 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X15002869
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X15002869
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X15002869
http://www.usc-canada.org/resources/news/item/584-don-t-miss-your-chance-to-shape-canada-s-food-policy/584-don-t-miss-your-chance-to-shape-canada-s-food-policy
http://www.usc-canada.org/resources/news/item/584-don-t-miss-your-chance-to-shape-canada-s-food-policy/584-don-t-miss-your-chance-to-shape-canada-s-food-policy
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Date   Topic 

October 10 

 

Panel: Parliamentary Reform 

Readings: 

• Kirby, M. & Segal, H. (2016). A House Undivided: Making 
Senate Independence Work. The Public Policy Forum. 

• The Special Senate Committee on Senate Modernization 

(2016). Senate Modernization: Moving Forward: Report of 

the Special Senate Committee on Senate Modernization - 

Part 1. The Senate of Canada. 

Public Policy Cycle – The Context of Public Policy-
Making 

Readings:   

• Miljan, “Context” pp. 51-86;  

• Johnson, “Policy Environment” pp. 36 – 56; 

• Hood, Risk Regulation Regimes; on-line lecture; see 
appendix for link 

 

http://www.ppforum.ca/publications/house-undivided-making-senate-independence-work
http://www.ppforum.ca/publications/house-undivided-making-senate-independence-work
https://sencanada.ca/content/sen/committee/421/MDRN/reports/MDRN_FINAL_FirstReport_webversion_e.pdf
https://sencanada.ca/content/sen/committee/421/MDRN/reports/MDRN_FINAL_FirstReport_webversion_e.pdf
https://sencanada.ca/content/sen/committee/421/MDRN/reports/MDRN_FINAL_FirstReport_webversion_e.pdf
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Date   Topic 

October 17 Panel: After the ‘Boom’: Re-imagining Healthcare 

Required Readings: 
• Gigerenzer G. (2013). Ted Talk: Risk literacy at 

TEDxZurich. Video retrieved from: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4op2WNc1e4 

• Saillant R. (2016). Tale of Two Countries: How the Great 
Demographic Imbalance is Pulling Canada Apart. Halifax: 
Nimbus Publishing. Introduction (pp. XIX – XXV), chapters 
5 & 6 (pp. 77 – 137) 

• Vaughan, P. (2017).  Quality and Innovation: Redesigning a 
Coordinated and Connected Health System, Healthcare 
Papers. 16(3): 35-39 

• Vaughan, P. (2007). A Healthy Society The Nova Scotia 
Policy Review, 1(3). 

Public Policy Cycle – Policy Instruments 

Readings: 
• Howlett, “Policy Instruments” pp. 114 – 135  ; 
• Bardach, Appendix B  ; 
• Newman and White, “Practical Realities”   

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4op2WNc1e4
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28671543
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28671543
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Date   Topic 

October 24 Panel: The Equity Myth 

Readings: 
• Dalhousie University. (2017). Culture of Respect: Progress 

on Report Recommendations.  Retrieved from: 
https://www.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/cultureo
frespect/PORR-Spring2017.pdf 

• Henry et al. (2017). The Equity Myth: Racialization and 
Indigeneity at Canadian Universities (Google Preview: 
Chapter 1). Vancouver: UBC Press. 

• Henry et al. (2016): Race, racialization and Indigeneity in 
Canadian universities, Race Ethnicity and Education. 

• McGowan, R. & Ng, E., (2016). Employment equity in 
Canada: Making sense of employee discourses of 
misunderstanding, resistance, and support. Canadian 
Public Administration 59(2). The Institute of Public 
Administration of Canada 

 

Midterm 

https://www.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/cultureofrespect/PORR-Spring2017.pdf
https://www.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/cultureofrespect/PORR-Spring2017.pdf
https://books.google.ca/books?id=0lcnDwAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=0lcnDwAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=0lcnDwAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Date   Topic 

October 31 Panel: The Outlook of the Canadian Water Sector 

Readings: 
• Quigley, K., Burns, C. & Moncrieff-Gould, G. (2017). 

Strengthening the Resilience of the Canadian Water 
Sector. 

• Sindico F. (2011). The Guarani Aquifer System and the 
International Law of Transboundary Aquifers. 
International Community Law Review, 13(3), 255-272. 

• Eckstein, G. and Sindico, F. (2014), The Law of 
Transboundary Aquifers: Many Ways of Going Forward, 
but Only One Way of Standing Still. Rev Euro Comp & Int 
Env Law, 23: 32–42. 

• De Villiers M. (2015) Back to the Well: Rethinking the 
Future of Water. Fredericton: Goose Lane Editions. 
Chapter 4 & 5 (pp. 75 – 135) 

 

Public Policy Cycle – Policy Architecture and Design 

Readings:   

• Bardach, “Eightfold Path” pp. 16-69; 

• Aucoin, “Why bureaucracy will survive” pp. 290-306; 

• Bakvis and Juillet, “Horizontal Government” pp. 1-23, 
33-40, 45-69   

November 7 Fall Break; no class 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/reel.12067/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/reel.12067/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/reel.12067/abstract
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Date   Topic 

November 14 Panel: Risk, Resilience and Critical Infrastructure 

Required Readings: 
• Henstra, D. (2013). Multilevel Governance and Canadian 

Emergency Management Policy. In Henstra, D. Multilevel 
Governance and Emergency Management in Canadian 
Municipalities, (pp. 3–24). Montreal & Kingston: McGill-
Queen’s University Press. 

• Henstra, D. (2017), Climate Adaptation in Canada: 
Governing a Complex Policy Regime. Review of Policy 
Research, 34: 378–399 

• Quigley, K. (2013), “Man plans, God laughs”: Canada's 
national strategy for protecting critical infrastructure. Can 
Public Admin, 56: 142–164. 

• Quigley, K., Macdonald, C. & Quigley, J. (2016), Pre-
existing condition: Taking media coverage into account 
when preparing for H1N1. Can Public Admin, 59: 267–288. 

• Quigley, K., Burns, C. & Stallard, K. (2015). 'Cyber gurus': a 
rhetorical analysis of the language of cybersecurity 
specialists and the implications for security policy and 
critical infrastructure protection. Government Information 
Quarterly, 32(2), 108-117. 

 
Recommended Readings: 
• Quigley, K., Bisset, B. & Mills, B. (2017). Too Critical to Fail: 

How Canada Manages Threats to Critical Infrastructure. 
Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press. 

 
 

Public Policy Cycle – Policy Implementation 

Readings:   

• Savoie, “Introduction” pp. 3-16   

• Savoie, “Good at What” pp. 237-261   
 

 

November 22 Presentations 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ropr.12236/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ropr.12236/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/capa.12007/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/capa.12007/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/capa.12169/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/capa.12169/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/capa.12169/full
https://pure.strath.ac.uk/portal/files/41230443/Quigley_etal_GIQ_2015_Cyber_gurus_a_rhetorical_analysis_of_the_language_of_cyber_security.pdf
https://pure.strath.ac.uk/portal/files/41230443/Quigley_etal_GIQ_2015_Cyber_gurus_a_rhetorical_analysis_of_the_language_of_cyber_security.pdf
https://pure.strath.ac.uk/portal/files/41230443/Quigley_etal_GIQ_2015_Cyber_gurus_a_rhetorical_analysis_of_the_language_of_cyber_security.pdf
https://pure.strath.ac.uk/portal/files/41230443/Quigley_etal_GIQ_2015_Cyber_gurus_a_rhetorical_analysis_of_the_language_of_cyber_security.pdf
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Date   Topic 

November 29 Presentations 

 
 
 
 
Accommodation: 

Students may request accommodation as a result of barriers related to disability, religious 
obligation, or any characteristic under the human rights legislation. 
 
Students who require academic accommodation for either classroom participation or the 
writing of tests and exams should make their request to the Advising and Access Services 
Center (AASC) prior to or at the outset of the regular academic year.  Please visit 
www.dal.ca/access for more information and to obtain the Request for Accommodation form. 
 
A note taker may be required as part of a student’s accommodation.  There is an honorarium of 
$75/course/term (with some exceptions).  If you are interested, please contact AASC at 494-
2836 for more information or send an email to notetaking@dal.ca 
 
Please note that your classroom may contain specialized accessible furniture and equipment.  It 
is important that these items remain in the classroom, untouched, so that students who require 
their usage will be able to fully participate in the class. 
 

Student Support: 

Writing Centre: 

The writing centre works to develop writing skills that meet university expectations in one-on-
one sessions, in small groups, and in classes. The centre’s website (www.writingcentre.dal.ca) 
offers information on seminars.  
 
Studying for Success: 
University life can often be challenging. However, with help from the Studying for Success 
program, you too can become a more effective learner. Attend our workshops or drop in for 
individual study skills sessions, where we can help you with Time Management, Critical 
Reading, Note taking, Preparing for Exams, and much more. We at SFS would like to make your 
university experience a more rewarding one. Don’t wait until it’s too late! Let Studying for 
Success help you find smarter ways to study. 
 

http://www.dal.ca/access
mailto:notetaking@dal.ca
http://www.writingcentre.dal.ca/
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For more information or to make appointments, please: 

• visit our website: www.dal.ca/sfs 

• visit our main office in the Killam Library, Room G28 (main floor) 

• call 494-3077 or 

• email the Coordinator at: sfs@dal.ca 

 

Intellectual Honesty 

Standard Language for Graduate Courses 
 
In general: 
The commitment of the Faculty of Management is to graduate future leaders of business, 
government and civil society who manage with integrity and get things done. This is non-
negotiable in our community and it starts with your first class at Dalhousie University. So when 
you submit any work for evaluation in this course or any other, please ensure that you are 
familiar with your obligations under the Faculty of Management’s Academic Integrity Policies 
and that you understand where to go for help and advice in living up to our standards. You 
should be familiar with the Faculty of Management Professor and Student Contract on 
Academic Integrity, and it is your responsibility to ask questions if there is anything you do not 
understand. 

Dalhousie offers many ways to learn about academic writing and presentations so that all 
members of the University community may acknowledge the intellectual property of others. 
Knowing how to find, evaluate, select, synthesize and cite information for use in assignments is 
called being “information literate.” Information literacy is taught by Dalhousie University 
Librarians in classes and through Dalhousie Libraries’ online Citing & Writing tutorials. 

Do not plagiarize any materials for this course. For further guidance on what constitutes 
plagiarism, how to avoid it, and proper methods for attributing sources, please consult the 
University Secretariat’s Academic Integrity page. 

Please note that Dalhousie subscribes to plagiarism detection software that checks for 
originality in submitted papers. Any paper submitted by a student at Dalhousie University may 
be checked for originality to confirm that the student has not plagiarized from other sources. 
Plagiarism is considered a very serious academic offence that may lead to loss of credit, 
suspension or expulsion from the University, or even the revocation of a degree.  It is essential 
that there be correct attribution of authorities from which facts and opinions have been 
derived. At Dalhousie, there are University Regulations which deal with plagiarism and, prior to 
submitting any paper in a course; students should read the Policy on Intellectual Dishonesty 
contained in the Calendar. 

http://www.dal.ca/sfs
mailto:sfs@dal.ca
http://libraries.dal.ca/using_the_library/online_tutorials.html#citations
http://plagiarism.dal.ca/Student%20Resources/
http://www.dal.ca/academics/academic_calendars/Graduate_Calendar_2013_2014/University_Regulations.html#I13
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Furthermore, the University’s Senate has affirmed the right of any instructor to require that 
student assignments be submitted in both written and computer readable format, e.g.: a text 
file or as an email attachment, and to submit any paper to a check such as that performed by 
the plagiarism detection software. As a student in this class, you are to keep an electronic copy 
of any paper you submit, and the course instructor may require you to submit that electronic 
copy on demand.   Use of third-party originality checking software does not preclude instructor 
use of alternate means to identify lapses in originality and attribution.  The result of such 
assessment may be used as evidence in any disciplinary action taken by the Senate. 
 
Finally: 
If you suspect cheating by colleagues or lapses in standards by a professor, you may use the 
confidential email: managementintegrity@dal.ca which is read only by the Assistant Academic 
Integrity Officer. 

 

Faculty of Management clarification on plagiarism versus collaboration: 
  
There are many forms of plagiarism, for instance, copying on exams and assignments. There is 
a clear line between group work on assignments when explicitly authorised by the professor 
and copying solutions from others. It is permissible to work on assignments with your friends 
but only when the professor gives you permission in the specific context of the assignment. 
University rules clearly stipulate that all assignments should be undertaken individually 
unless specifically authorised. 
  
Specific examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Copying a computer file from another student, and using it as a template for your own 
solution 

• Copying text written by another student 

• Submitting the work of someone else, including that of a tutor as your own 
  
An example of acceptable collaboration includes the following: 

• When authorised by the professor, discussing the issues and underlying factors of a 
case with fellow students, and then each of the students writing up their submissions 
individually, from start to finish. 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:ManagementIntegrity@dal.ca
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Standard Language for Undergraduate Courses 

In general:  
The commitment of the Faculty of Management is to graduate future leaders of business, 
government and civil society who manage with integrity and get things done. This is non-
negotiable in our community and it starts with your first class at Dalhousie University. So when 
you submit any work for evaluation in this course or any other, please ensure that you are 
familiar with your obligations under the Faculty of Management’s Academic Integrity Policies 
and that you understand where to go for help and advice in living up to our standards. You 
should be familiar with the Faculty of Management Professor and Student Contract on 
Academic Integrity, and it is your responsibility to ask questions if there is anything you do not 
understand. 

Dalhousie offers many ways to learn about academic writing and presentations so that all 
members of the University community may acknowledge the intellectual property of others. 
Knowing how to find, evaluate, select, synthesize and cite information for use in assignments is 
called being “information literate.” Information literacy is taught by Dalhousie University 
Librarians in classes and through Dalhousie Libraries’ online Citing & Writing tutorials. 

Do not plagiarize any materials for this course. For further guidance on what constitutes 
plagiarism, how to avoid it, and proper methods for attributing sources, please consult the 
University Secretariat’s Academic Integrity page. 

Please note that Dalhousie subscribes to plagiarism detection software that checks for 
originality in submitted papers. Any paper submitted by a student at Dalhousie University may 
be checked for originality to confirm that the student has not plagiarized from other sources. 
Plagiarism is considered a very serious academic offence that may lead to loss of credit, 
suspension or expulsion from the University, or even the revocation of a degree.  It is essential 
that there be correct attribution of authorities from which facts and opinions have been 
derived. At Dalhousie, there are University Regulations which deal with plagiarism and, prior to 
submitting any paper in a course; students should read the Policy on Intellectual Dishonesty 
contained in the Calendar. 

Furthermore, the University’s Senate has affirmed the right of any instructor to require that 
student assignments be submitted in both written and computer readable format, e.g.: a text 
file or as an email attachment, and to submit any paper to a check such as that performed by 
the plagiarism detection software.   As a student in this class, you are to keep an electronic copy 
of any paper you submit, and the course instructor may require you to submit that electronic 
copy on demand.   Use of third-party originality checking software does not preclude instructor 
use of alternate means to identify lapses in originality and attribution.  The result of such 
assessment may be used as evidence in any disciplinary action taken by the Senate. 

http://libraries.dal.ca/using_the_library/online_tutorials.html#citations
http://plagiarism.dal.ca/Student%20Resources/
http://www.dal.ca/academics/academic_calendars/Undergraduate_Calendar_2013_2014/University_Regulations.html#I13
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Finally: 
If you suspect cheating by colleagues or lapses in standards by a professor, you may use the 
confidential email: managementintegrity@dal.ca which is read only by the Assistant Academic 
Integrity Officer. 
  

mailto:ManagementIntegrity@dal.ca
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Faculty of Graduate Studies Grade Policy: 

Graduate students must achieve a minimum, or passing, grade of B- in all classes required as 
part of their degree program. Any lower grade will be recorded as a failure, with the exception 
of those classes with an approved pass/fail grading scheme.  
 

A+ 90-100 Represents very high achievement. Signifies original work of 
distinction, well organized and presented. 

A 85-89 Superior performance indicating high level of command of the 
subject matter and an ability for critical analysis. 

A- 80-84 Very good. Has firm command of course principles and techniques. 

B+ 77-79 Average performance. 

B 73-76 Satisfactory. Acceptable performance for a Master's program. 

B- 70-72 Marginal performance. 

F < 70 Failure. Unacceptable for credit towards a Master's degree. 
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Dalhousie University Undergraduate Grade Policy: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades Numeric Range GPA Norm – 
Referenced 

Criterion 
Referenced 

  A+ 90-100 4.30 Excellent Considerable evidence of original 
thinking; demonstrated outstanding 
capacity to analyze and synthesize; 
outstanding grasp of subject matter; 
evidence of extensive knowledge base. 

A 85-89 4.00 

  A - 80-84 3.70 

 

    B + 77-79 3.30 Good Evidence of grasp of subject matter; 
some evidence of critical capacity and 
analytical ability; reasonable 
understanding of relevant issues; 
evidence of familiarity with the 
literature. 

B 73-76 3.00 

   B - 70-72 2.70 

 

   C+ 65-69 2.30 Satisfactory Evidence of some understanding of the 
subject matter; ability to develop 
solutions to simple problems; 
benefiting from his/her university 
experience. 

C 60-64 2.00 

   C - 55-59 1.70 

 

D 50-54 1.00 Marginal Pass Evidence of minimally acceptable 
(except in programs where a minimum 
grade of “C” is required) familiarity 
with subject matter, critical and 
analytical skills. 

F <50 0.00 Inadequate Insufficient evidence of understanding 
of the subject matter; weakness in 
critical and analytical skills, limited or 
irrelevant use of literature. 
In cases where a student does not 
complete the work and no other grade 
is appropriate, F should be reported. 

INC  0.00 Incomplete  

W   Neutral and no 
credit obtained 

Withdrew after deadline 

ILL   Neutral and no 
credit obtained 

Compassionate reasons, illness 

P   Neutral Pass 

T   Neutral on 
admission 

Transfer credits 
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Class Participation  

The following rubric will be used in determining student grades for class participation including 

student comprehension of assigned readings. 
 

CRITERIA QUALITY    

1. Degree to 
which, student 
integrates 
course readings 
and 
presentations 
and field 
experience into 
their classroom 
participation. 

Often refers to 
content of 
readings and 
presentations 
or draws on 
their own 
experience; 
uses readings 
or experience 
to support 
points or offer 
alternative 
view. 
(10 points) 
 

Occasionally 
refers to 
content of 
readings and 
presentations 
or draws on 
their own 
experience, 
sometimes 
uses it to 
support points 
or offer 
alternative 
views 
(7 points) 

Rarely refers to 
course readings; 
rarely uses 
other material 
to support 
points or note 
"fit'' of other 
material with 
approaches 
presented 
(4 points) 

Unable to cite 
from readings; 
cannot use 
readings to 
support points; 
cannot 
articulate "fit'' 
of readings 
with topic at 
hand 
(2 points) 

2. Interaction/ 
participation in 
classroom 
discussions 

Always a willing 
participant, 
responds 
frequently to 
other students 
or adds to 
others' 
comments; 
routinely 
volunteers a 
point of view 
(10  points) 

Often a willing 
participant, 
responds 
occasionally to 
questions or 
comments by 
others; 
occasionally 
volunteers a 
point  of view 
(7 points) 

Rarely a willing 
participant, 
rarely responds 
to questions; 
rarely 
volunteers 
point of view 
(4 points) 

Never a willing 
participant, 
never able to 
respond to 
questions; 
never 
volunteers 
point of view 
2  ( points) 
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3. 
Demonstration 
of professional 
attitude, 
demeanor and 
overall interest 

Always 
demonstrates 
commitment 
through 
preparation; 
always arrives 
on time; often 
solicits 
instructors' 
perspective 
before or after 
class or by 
email 
(10   points) 

Rarely 
unprepared; 
rarely arrives 
late; 
occasionally 
solicits 
instructors; 
perspective 
outside class  
(7 points) 

Often 
unprepared; 
occasionally 
arrives late; 
rarely solicits 
instructors' 
perspective 
outside class 
(4 points) 

Rarely 
prepared; often 
arrives late; 
never solicits 
instructors' 
perspective 
outside class 
(2 points) 

Adapted   from www.edci.purdue.edu/vanfossen/604/604partrubric.html 

 

 
  

http://www.edci.purdue.edu/vanfossen/604/604partrubric.html
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Appendix: Online Lectures 

Online lectures noted in the syllabus are available through 

http://cip.management.dal.ca/hidden/ 

Username: cipuser 

Password: 7Y5f#ss 
 

Appendix: Selected Examples of Public Policy Institutes 
 
Center for America Progress (Washington DC) 
https://www.americanprogress.org/ 
 
Cybersecurity and Homeland Security Center, George Washington University, Washington DC  
https://cchs.gwu.edu/ 
  
Academy of Government (Edinburgh) 
http://www.aog.ed.ac.uk/about 
  
Centennial Center (American Political Science Association, Washington DC) 
http://www.apsanet.org/centennial 
  
Foundation for European Progressive Studies 
http://www.feps-europe.eu/en/ 
  
European Climate Foundation (Brussels) 
https://europeanclimate.org/ 
  
Global Public Policy Institute (Berlin) 
http://www.gppi.net/home/ 
  
Danish Institute for International Studies 
http://www.diis.dk/en 
 

Munk School of Global Affairs 

http://munkschool.utoronto.ca/ 

 

Mowatt Center 

https://mowatcentre.ca/ 

 

http://cip.management.dal.ca/hidden/
https://www.americanprogress.org/
https://cchs.gwu.edu/
http://www.aog.ed.ac.uk/about
http://www.apsanet.org/centennial
http://www.feps-europe.eu/en/
https://europeanclimate.org/
http://www.gppi.net/home/
http://www.diis.dk/en
http://munkschool.utoronto.ca/
https://mowatcentre.ca/
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Appendix: Speakers 

From week two through week nine, the class will feature the Policy Matters speaker series with 

different panelists each week. The list of guests is subject to change. At present, the following 

guests are confirmed. For more information on the guests, please see the MacEachen Institute’s 

Policy Matters speaker series website.      

Week Two: Immigration in Atlantic Canada 

Guests: Nabiha Atallah, Suzanne Ley, Sean Morency Michel Raymond, Ruben Zaiotti,  

 

Week Three: The Nova Scotia Policy Context 

Guests: Jerry Bannister, Karen Foster, Danny Graham, Rick Williams 

 

Week Four: Politics & Policy 

Guests: David Dingwall 

 

Week Five: Improving Sustainable Food Production in Canada 

Guests: Megan Bailey, Sylain Charlebois, Genevieve Grossenbacher, Amanda Peters 

 

Week Six: Parliamentary Reform 

Guests: Wanda Thomas Bernard, James Cowan, Thomas McInnis, Grant Mitchell, Lori Turnbull 

 

Week Seven: After the ‘Boom’: Reimagining Healthcare  

Guests: Katherine Fierlbeck, Richard Saillant, Peter Vaughan, Gaynor Watson-Creed,  

 

Week Eight: The Equity Myth  

Guests: Arig Al Shaibah, Howard Ramos, Norma Williams 

 

Week Nine: Half Empty or Half Full? The Outlook of the Canadian Water Sector  

Guests: Lalita Bharadwaj, Calvin Burns, Marq de Villiers, Francesco Sindico 

 

Week Nine: Risk, Resilience and Critical Infrastructure  

Guests: Dan Henstra, Ron Pelot, Kevin Quigley, Ian Stewart,  

 

https://www.dal.ca/dept/maceachen-institute/events/policy_matters.html

